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JAPAN AND THE DRIVE ON PEKING 





FTER eight days of almost continu- 

ous fighting, the Japanese troops by 
May 13 obtained complete control of 
Tsinanfu. Instead of trying to dislodge 
them, the Nanking Nationalist forces sat- 
isfy themselves with again resuming their 
drive on Peking. The clash at Tsinanfu 
was the most serious affair involving 
foreigners since Nanking. Although de- 
tails of the fighting are not yet known, 
apparently more than 3,000 Chinese Na- 
tionalists were killed, and according to 
Japanese sources, fifty Japanese were 
killed and almost 200 wounded. 


The Nanking Government has appar- 
ently dropped, for the present, its efforts 
to negotiate with the Japanese at Tsinan- 
fu. On May 11, the Nanking Nationalist 
Government dispatched a note to the 
League of Nations, presenting China’s 
side of the Tsinanfu incident, declaring 
that the Japanese had violated the terri- 
torial integrity and political independence 
of China, and requesting a meeting of the 
League Council. Japan replied on May 
14 that she herself intended making a 
brief statement concerning the Shantung 
affair when the League Council next met. 
On May 13, the Chairman of the Nanking 
Nationalist Government Council ad- 
dressed a note to President Coolidge, out- 
lining the Tsinanfu incident, and request- 
ing the President to inform Nanking of 
the attitude of the American Government 
and people toward this grave situation 
created by Japan. 


Meanwhile, dispatches from Shanghai 
indicated that Chang Tso-lin, dictator 
and head of the northern military alliance, 
was preparing to withdraw his troops 
from the capital and take refuge in 


Dairen, the Japanese-controlled port in 
Manchuria. Chang’s appeal to all civil 
and military leaders, requesting them to 
save the country from destruction, and his 
order demanding that southern troops 
cease hostilities was rejected by the Na- 
tionalists who declared on May 13, ac- 
cording to the Kuomintang News Agency, 
that they would never take Chang Tso-lin 
into the Kuomintang. 


One wing of the Nationalist forces 
under Marshal Feng Yu-hsiang is mov- 
ing northward along the line of the Han- 
kow-Peking Railway west of Tsinanfu. 
Feng’s army is reported to have been ap- 
proaching Paotingfu 100 miles south of 
Peking, and General Yen Hsi-shan, the 
Governor of Shansi Province, is marching 
toward Tientsin. Tientsin is the head- 
quarters of approximately 8,000 foreign 
troops, of whom 4,000 are Americans. 
The southern forces deny any intention to 
seize Tientsin and thus become involved 
in foreign complications, and apparently 
do not intend to be diverted from the 
Peking objective. The unification of 
China seems within closer reach than at 
any time during the last few years. 


W. T. S. 
A Cablegram 


HE Foreign Policy Association has 

received the following cablegram from 
Mr. Grover Clark, editor of the Peking 
Leader. The opinions therein expressed 
are of course personal to him. 

“Many people here feel that the situation 
resulting from the recent Tsinanfu incidents 
threaten disaster for many decades, because 
the extreme radicals in China and the reac- 
tionary military group in Japan are certain 
to endeavor to do their utmost to stir up pub- 
lic feeling in order to gain complete control 














in their respective countries. If they succeed, 
the inevitable result will be many years of 
conflict and chaos with all the other powers 
being dragged in. Moderates in China and in 
Japan are doing their utmost to keep public 
feeling calm and to prevent further aggrava- 
tion of the present crisis either by Chinese 
violence or by Japanese military action. 
Americans would greatly help as friends of 
both countries by clear expression of public 
feeling against violence and in favor of a calm 
outlook and a mutually equitable settlement 
of the Tsinanfu incident.” 

GROVER CLARK, 

Editor, Peking Leader. 
Peking, May 10, 1928. 


“Ins” and “Outs” in Rumania 


HE possible implications, both domes- 

tic and foreign, of the recent mass 
demonstration of the Rumanian National 
Peasant Party appear far-reaching. On 
May 6, 200,000 peasants and workers 
gathered at Alba Julia, Rumania, under 
the leadership of Juliu Maniu, head of the 
National Peasant Party, and passed fiery 
resolutions demanding that the Party be 
given the reins of government and con- 
demning the present régime of Vintila 
Bratianu as dangerously corrupt and com- 
pletely unrepresentative of the Rumanian 
people. Only transportation difficulties 
and lack of decisive leadership prevented 
the embattled peasants from marching on 
Bucharest. 


Censorship in Rumania has been very 
strict (several correspondents were 
thrown into jail), and Bucharest has con- 
sistently minimized the importance of the 
demonstrations. Their domestic signifi- 
cance lies in the fact that the National 
Peasant Party is numerically by far the 
strongest group in Rumania and that only 
the extremely dubious electoral methods 
of the present party in power—the so- 
called Liberals—seem to be responsible 
for the continuance of the present régime. 
Many members of the National Peasant 
Party went to Alba Julia believing that 
Maniu meant to do more than pass reso- 
lutions against the Government. The 
peasants have serious economic, social and 
political grievances against the Bratianu 
Government, and the demonstration indi- 
cates a widespread discontent which may 
finally become sufficiently powerful to 
force Bratianu from power and even to 
overthrow the monarchy. 


Coincident with the uprising in Ru- 
mania, came dispatches from London that 
the exiled Prince Carol was planning a 
coup to reinstate himself as King. The 
Prince has been asked to leave British 
soil in spite of his denials that he intended 
to use the troubled domestic situation in 
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Rumania to his own advantage. Any 
mention of Carol’s name seems, however, 
to have been studiously avoided by the 
Peasant Party leaders. 


Rumors have been current that the Na- 
tional Peasant Party, desiring Hungarian 
cooperation, would work for a revision of 
the Treaty of Trianon. It has even been 
reported that such a revision might take 
the form of a union of Hungary and Ru- 
mania, some correspondents professing to 
see a fine Italian hand behind this move. 
Paris appears to be uneasy, for such a 
development would of course undermine 
the Little Entente and the entire French 
system of alliances besides giving Italy 
complete hegemony in the Balkans. 


One fact seems clear: the Liberals in 
Rumania have very little at present ex- 
cept the fact of office. As one well-in- 
formed correspondent points out, even 
Queen Marie has not the same affection 
for the Liberals that she once had. They 
have failed to secure the foreign financial 
assistance which is so sorely needed. And 
finally, the numerical superiority of the 
National Peasant Party is such that 
sooner or later it is bound to gain some 
share in the government of the country. 


M. S. W. 


EPLYING to a note from the League 

of Nations, Brazil announced on May 
8 that she would not cancel her resigna- 
tion from the League, which becomes ef- 
fective in June. The Brazilian note to 
Geneva indicates that she will cooperate 
with the League, evidently in much the 
same fashion as does the United States. 
There is considerable speculation in Gen- 
eva as to whether Washington has in any 
way influenced this move. Moreover the 
League is at a loss to know how to treat 
a state which having once been a member, 
resigns but “continues to cooperate.” 


The League must now decide whether 
to allow Brazil to cooperate in all of the 
Geneva activities, or whether to exclude 
her from them in order to place a prem- 
ium on membership. 


Book Notes 
Problems of the Pacific, Proceedings of the Second 
Conference of the Institute of Pacific Relations, 
Honolulu, Hawaii, July 15 to 29, 1927. Edited 


by J. B. Condliffe, Chicago, University of 
Chicago Press, 1928. 


The series of papers in these proceedings con- 


stitute probably the most important contribution 
yet made to the Pacific question. 


The Cape Colour Question, by W. H. Macmillan. 
London. Faber & Gwyer, Ltd., 1927. 


A workmanlike biography of Dr. John Philip 
of South Africa. 
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